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UNCLAS NICOSIA 3030 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, CY, IS 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ISRAELI ATTACK ON CYPRUS SHIP CARRYING KAMAL 
JUMBLATT 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 27 AND 28 CYPRUS NEWSPAPERS GAVE PROMINENT 
COVERAGE TO A STORY THAT A CYPRUS FLAG PASSENGER VESSEL CARRY 
ING KAMAL JUMBLATT HAD BEEN ATTACKED BY AN ISRAELI PATROL BOAT 
ON ITS WAY FROM SIDON IN LEBANON TO LIMASSOL, CYPRUS. 

THE GOS SEEMED TO GIVE MORE CREDENCE TO THIS STORY WHEN ITS 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE ISSUED A "POLICE BULLETIN" ON 
SEPTEMBER 27 REPORTING A COMPLAINT BY THE LEBANESE CAPTAIN 
OF THE BOAT TO GOC AUTHORITIES ABOUT THE INCIDENT. 

2. THE ISRAELI EMBASSY HERE IS MAKING NO COMMENT ABOUT THE 
INCIDENT, AS AN ISRAELI EMBOFF REPORTED ON SEPT. 28 THAT THEY 
HAD RECEIVED NO INQUIRIES. IF ASKED, THE EMBASSY PLANS TO 
REFER TO A STATEMENT ISSUED BY ISRAELI MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
THAT NO ISRAELI CRAFT IS INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGED INCIDENT. 

ISRAELI EMBOFF NOTED THAT IN CONVERSATION WITH ISRAELI AMBAS- 
SADOR SEPT. 27 GOC FOREIGN MINISTER CHRISTOPHIDES DID NOT REFER 
TO THE STORY. 
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3. JUMBLATT WAS NOT INJURED IN THE INCIDENT AND DEPARTED 
LARNACA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT BY PRIVATE AIRCRAFT FOR CAIRO 
ON SEPT. 27. 

4. ON SEPT 29 GOC FONOFF DIRGEN PELAGHIAS TOLD US THAT DAMAGE 
TO VESSEL HAS BEEN CONFIRMED. HOWEVER, HE HAS ASKED C APTIAN 
TO COME TO NICOSIA TO BE INTERVIEWED BY FONOFF ON DETAILS OF 
ALLEGED ATTACK BEFORE DECISION IS MADE ON POSSIBLE DEMARCHE 
TO THE ISRAELI EMBASSY. 
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